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To Our Perspective Clients………We Work for You 
Aging into Medicare at 65 can be an extremely confusing and aggravating time. It is important to understand that 
you are not the only ones getting confused. Everyone before you and everyone after you will also be confused 
about Medicare. You will turn 65 and deal with getting onto Medicare only once. At Griffin Insurance Solutions 
we deal with clients aging into Medicare every single day. This experience allows us to not only ease your 
Medicare burdens but also educate you on what to expect in the coming years. If you have questions or would 
like a free consultation, please don’t hesitate to call our office. 1-800-775-1434 

Frequently Asked Questions About Medicare 

When do I sign up for Medicare? 
To avoid penalties, you must enroll in Medicare whenever you turn 65 unless you are drawing Social Security in 
which case you’ll be automatically enrolled. You can enroll three months before your 65th birthday either online 
(ssa.gov), via a toll-free number at 1-800-772-1213 or in person at a Social Security Office. You also have three 
months after you turn 65 to enroll to avoid penalties. If you are working and have group coverage through your 
employer you can delay enrollment until later, whenever you decide to retire. Upon retirement you have eight 
months to enroll in Medicare.  

What will Medicare Cost? 
With all the talk about the high federal costs of Medicare, some may erroneously think that the government pays 
for all Medicare services. This is far from the truth. Beneficiaries must pay monthly premiums, deductibles, co-
payments and co-insurances. The payment for Medicare Part A services was withheld from your paycheck 
whenever you were working. For most people the Medicare Part B premiums will be $144.60/month and is 
withheld from your Social Security check. The Medicare deductibles, co-payments and co-insurances are your 
responsibility unless you acquire a secondary insurance such as a Medicare Supplement.  
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It’s hard to believe how fast each year goes 
by. Here at Griffin Insurance Solutions we are 
actively working to meet and exceed your 
expectations of service. As our moto says, 
“We Work for You, Not One Company”, we 
are always striving to do what is right for our 
clients.  We appreciate the opportunity to 
fulfill our goal each and everyday! 
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Does Medicare Cover Everything? 
In general, Medicare will cover virtually all your health care needs. Medicare will pay for non-routine eye 
procedures such as cataract surgery and glaucoma treatment.  Eyeglasses following these procedures are also 
covered.  However, Medicare may not cover dental, vision or hearing needs.  All though, we offer stand-alone 
dental and vision plans as well as an all-inclusive dental, vision and hearing policy.  Call 800-775-1434 for more 
information. 

How do Medicare Supplements work? 
Medicare Supplement plans are as they sound. They are there to supplement your Original Medicare benefits, so 
you are eligible to purchase them six months prior to your Medicare effective date. Most remaining costs, copays 
or deductibles that your Original Medicare does not cover are paid by your Medicare Supplement plan.  The two 
most popular plans are Plan G and Plan N which offer excellent benefits at affordable costs. Our job is to present 
all the available options and let you decide which one is the best fit for you and your family. Also, in an effort to 
make the process easier, several of our Medicare Supplement providers allow us to enroll clients over the phone. 
This leads to less paperwork for clients to sign as well as faster enrollment times when changing coverage. 

What is Medicare Part D? 
More times than not, Part D is the most confusing part of Medicare coverage. There are dozens of plans each 
with different premiums, deductibles, co-payments and preferred pharmacy networks.  Medicare Part D provides 
all Medicare recipients with prescription drug coverage.  We as an agency assist in selecting a Part D plan that 
gets you the prescriptions your doctor prescribes at the pharmacies that you prefer to use. We will also work to 
help you thru the infamous, “Dough-nut Hole”. Your Part D coverage is one of the areas our customer service 
excels and where we will save you the most $$$ from year to year. Even if you are not taking any medications 
now we highly recommend getting a Part D plan to avoid future part D penalties!   

What is Medicare Part C? (Medicare Advantage) 
Medicare Advantage Plans are provided through private insurance companies that have been approved by the 
federal government.  You typically replace Medicare’s network with the carrier’s respective HMO/PPO network. 
Enrollment in Medicare Part A and Part B is required to join a Medicare Advantage Plan, as is living in the plan’s 
service area/county.  Medicare Advantage Plans sometimes charge a monthly premium, in addition to the 
Medicare Part B premium.  However, there some $0 premium plans available and even some plans that reduce 
your Part B premiums ($144.60). Most plans include Medicare Part D (Prescription Drug Coverage), as well as 
additional benefits, such as dental, hearing, vision, and/or other health programs.  The cost varies from plan to 
plan, so evaluating and weighing the benefits of each is important before you join one. 
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Your Local Agents
 Robert Griffin 

I am a licensed independent insurance broker in North Carolina. I specialize in Medicare Supplement Insurance. 
One of the reasons I chose to go into the insurance business is to help educate and inform the people in my 
community on what is being offered in the Medicare Insurance Marketplace. My goal is to help encourage and 
provide support for my clients as they decide about what type of insurance is best for them. I am always available 
to my clients, so please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns you may have about insurance 
and your future. My experience and dedication will provide continued support toward my commitment of 
providing superior service for all my client’s needs and interests. I look forward to working with you now and in 
the future.  

 Stephen Santiago 

Personal service is my priority when it comes to Health Insurance, I can provide education and find you the best 
product for you.  My knowledge can save you time, money and a headache when it comes to your Medicare 
needs. Prior to joining Griffin Insurance Solutions, I worked as an IT specialist focusing on the customer service 
aspect.  Robert showed me that leaving my comfy office job and gaining access to the real world and make a 
positive impact is more rewarding.  Life is precious and should be stress-free, spend a little time going over your 
Medicare with us and I promise it will be worth it.  

 
 

We would like to thank all our perspective clients that are reading this newsletter for considering to partnering 
with Griffin Insurance Solutions for all your Medicare needs. 
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How Soon can I Enroll?
 • Medicare Supplement - 6 months prior to Medicare effective date or turning 65

 • Medicare, Medicare Advantage/Part C, or Part D - 3 months prior to Medicare effective date or turning 65
 
 • Medicare Effective - Enroll 3 months prior to the 1st of the month you are starting Medicare. Medicare will
   become effective on the 1st of the month that you turn 65, unless you are born on the 1st, then it would be
  the 1st of the month prior. If you are starting Medicare due to disability or deferred enrollment, your 
  Medicare start date maybe different.

Robert Griffin
I am a licensed independent insurance broker in North Carolina. I specialize 
in Medicare Supplement Insurance. One of the reasons I chose to go into 
the insurance business is to help educate and inform the people in my 
community on what is being offered in the Medicare Insurance Marketplace. 
My goal is to help encourage and provide support for my clients as they 
decide about what type of insurance is best for them. I am always available 
to my clients, so please feel free to contact me with any questions or 
concerns you may have about insurance and your future. My experience 
and dedication will provide continued support toward my commitment 
of providing superior service for all my client’s needs and interests. I look 
forward to working with you now and in the future.  

 Stephen Santiago 
Personal service is my priority when it comes to Health Insurance, I can 
provide education and find you the best product for you.  My knowledge 
can save you time, money and a headache when it comes to your Medicare 
needs. Prior to joining Griffin Insurance Solutions, I worked as an IT 
specialist focusing on the customer service aspect.  Robert showed me that 
leaving my comfy office job and gaining access to the real world and make 
a positive impact is more rewarding.  Life is precious and should be stress-
free, spend a little time going over your Medicare with us and I promise it 
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